The Honorable Denmnis Archer
Mayor of Detroit
Janusry 2, 1997
(Comments From Press Conference)

It's a privilege to be here today on this historic occasion to mark the

inning of a new future for Detroit and Michigan. Five years ago
our state set the standard for progressive regulation by passing the
Michigan Telecommunications Act. We reaffirmed our commitment
to open competition when we updated the Act earlier this year. With
today’s announcement, Michigan is once again leading the
communications revolution.

Today’s filing is a landmark step on the path to full choice in
communications for all Michigan residents. And that will bring
enormous benefits to the people of Detrait. Greater choice and
competition will ensure that Detroit continues to have a state-of-the
art communications infrastructure — an asset which is essential to
building our economy, retaining and attracting businesses and
meeting the needs of our residents.

We have been working hard to make this great city a better place in
which to live and do business. Advanced communication is one of
our greatest advantages in selling Detroit to the world, and I'm
pleased that we are taking this momentous step to enhance that

important asset.

I also want to congratulate Ameritech for its long advocacy of
regulatory reform and open competition. Today’s action is further
evidence of Ameritech’s commitment to meeting the needs of its
customers and its communities, because they are the onea who will
benefit most from this milestone event.

I know that Ameritech has the interests of Detroit and its citizens at
heart. For many years, the company has made investments in our
city that have enhanced education, economic development and the
quality of life. That's why I am so proud of the strong partnership
that thrives between Ameritech and Detroit. As I look forward to a
new year and a new competitive communications environment for
Michigan, I see that partnership growing stronger to the benefit of
all of our citizens. And I see new vitality and new oppartunity for our
state and its greatest city.
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt

' OFFICE OF THE VICE CHAIR

| January 17, 1997

GARDEN CrTY

Pursuart o the fiing of Amertach Corporation under Section 271 of the
Tolecommunications Act of 1996 to provide Iong distance services in the state of

Michigan, | urge your quick action 0 approve this request.

R is important to Michigan and the ctzens of Wayne County that the entirs
teleptone industry be open for competiion.  Ameritecty’s entering the long distance
sarvice carries great benefits for my consttuents that cannct be ignored. More
competition will lead to jower prices, improved service, added choice, and jobs; tems

consistent with the economic boom which we are currently experiencmng.

Ameritech is committed to the citizens of Wayne County and is deserving of our
support. Pleass act without delay, and help to continue with our economic upswing by

allowing Ameritech to provide these opportunities for our residents.

%W

Wayne County Commission

KB:cow
cc Mr. Donald J. Russel! _
Telecommunications Task Force

600 RANDOLUPH ¢ SLITE 450 » DETROIT. MICHIGAN 48228 *» TELEPHONE: (313) 224-0B02 » FAX: (313) 224-1881



i
i3
Y

Detroit =57

Jamuacy 22, 1997

mm&namw

I am writing in regard to the January 2, 1997 fiing by Ameritech under Section 271 of
the Federal Telecormroumications Act 0£1996 to provide in-region long distance serviee
in Michigan. [ urge your swift approval of this request.

Your approval of this application has anultiple benefits for the citizens of Michigan
including:

¢ increzsed competition leading to more choices for consumers
. new and innovative services
. thousands of new jobs

For years Ameritech has been 1 30lid corporate citizen committed to supporting the
interests of the people of Michigan throvgh fimancial and social involvernem. Your
prompt approval will enable Ameritech to continue in this tradition and expand its
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g cc: Donald J. Russell
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January 1§, 1997

The Honorabls Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commiseicn
1913 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20544

Pear Chairman Hundt:

As a consumer and an elected official, issues about
telecommunications concern me. I am concerned that you not delay
approval of Ameritech's application filing under Section 271 of
Pederal Telecommunications Aot of 1996 to provide in-region long
distance service in Michigan. The Telecommunications Act of 1996
which I endorsed provides for full and failr competiticn and
mandates that providars be allowed entry into the local and long
distance markets simultaneously.

1f Ameritech has met the requirements of Section 271, as I have
been informed, it is imperative that they be allowed to further
enhance the quality of life for the citizens of Wayne County and
the stats of Michigan by offering more products. bettexr services,
along with increaged job opportunities.

I encourage you and your staff to move swiftly in reviewing this
matter go that the citizens of our great state ocan realize the
benefits of unbridled competrition.

ca-Chair Pro Tempore
Wayne County Commigsion
District ¢ 8

€c: Mr, Donald J. Russell,

Talanommunieations Taak Pores
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Jamuary 16, 1997

The Honorahle Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communicatians Carmmission
1919 M Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

This letter is in repard 1o Ameriteeh’s filing under Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunication
Act

1 support the fling of Ameritech’s petition, The granting of Amexitech’s petition will provide
real competition in both loca) and long distence services in Michigan. Itis importamt to give the
telecommumications customer a choice of providers, expanded services, and better customer
services. Competition will achieve this as well as ensure that Michigan cantinues to have 2
technologically progressive commuzications infrastructure. To schieve better customer services
and to help Michigan’s growing economy retain and attract new business, companies like
Ameritech need govemment working with them and not against them.

Thank you for you time and consideration in this marter.

Sincerely,

BERRYMAN
State Scaator

JB/sfo
cc: Donald J. Russell
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January 14, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
Reed Hundt, Chairman

1919 M Street, N.W,

Washington, D. C. 20544

Dear Commissioners:

Pursuant to Section 271 of the Fedcral Telecommunications Act of 1996 and after
complying with the statutory requirements, Chicago-based Ameriteeh is requesting
approval to provide long-distance service throughout its Michigan region.

The Michigan State Conference of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) recognizes the Ameritech request as an opportunity for our
members to heve a choice. Ameritech will be able ta offer ane-stop communicution
shopping and do it more cconomically and efficiently.

L =
The total telephane muwket in Michigan must be open and competitive. In addition,
Ameritech’s entry as a long-distance camrier will generate thousands of new jobs and
imnovations. For years, Ameritech has been a solid corporate citizen committed to
supporting the interests of the people of Michigan through finandial und social
participation. :
The Michigan Statc Conference of NAACYT cndorscs and supports Ameritech’s request 1o
provide long<listunce service in the State of Michigan and respectfully urges Federal
Communications Commission approval as soon as it is practi cal.

Cordially, \f

Carl L. Breeding, President .
Michigan St Confercnice o’ NAACP "

cc: Telecommunication Tasf; Farce, Anti Trust Division
U.S. Depantment of Justice
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filing urder Section 271 of the Federal Tdmmwdﬁ% o provide in-region long-distance
. service m Michigxn,

This approval will allow fox os competition in Lng distance services by providing en additional choloe for

" . convumery, gomething Congress and the Prexident had in mind when the bill was approved and sigred into

, 1w nearly & yoar ago.

| Compesition will cosure the Mickigen contimes w 2sve 3 state-af-tho-art telerommmmiexrians infrastrocuze,
. soruathing cysential in contizuing to build the Mickigan ecanamy [n today’s gicbal market.  With the growth
| in international buginess and the impartance of interaational business moviag inn the Bine Water Azes, we

. thizk our costomers shoald have ths option of ehoosing & single campany to provides both their local xnd long
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| We think Ameritech should hevo this oppartanity ta provide both local end loag distance
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800 MILITARY SIREET
cc Mr. Deesid J, Russell ' SVITE 3230

: PORT HURON, MICHIGAN
48060 U.S.A.
PHONE (810) 982-3510
PAX (8110) 982-9531
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Federal Commmications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Chairmsn:

This letter is in support of Amexitach svﬁgmdaszﬂafthePedau
Telecommunicasions Act of 1596 to in-region long-distance service in Michigan. This
proposal would aljow customers the option of choosing a single company to provide both their
local and long-distance services, Should this trial be a success, extension of these sarvices
our grea would, in our evalustion, be benefictal to cur local manvfacturers.

Ameritrch has served oa our Board of Direclors for several years and has supparted this
community in job creation. Ameritech it 2 leading sopplier of full-service communications
and advanced information services, and has provided help and expertiss to the Industrial
Development Corporation on several local ecanomic development projects. We believe there
fnmbmlmmdmmbmnﬁnﬁomfnnmﬂfmmmpammmﬁmutm

| contact this office.
!Sina:n-.ty,

."Todd Bxian,

| Executive Directar



DETROIT AREA AGENCY o» AGING

4100 Michigam Bulicing
220 Bagiey Avenue
Detroit, Michigon 482264410
f13) 2228330
Fax (343) 22248308
Paut
Expcutive Director
Michael Simowaki
Deputy Director
Dokod Janxzry 17, 1997
the five Groms folnies
Norwraomek
Horper Woods ongd
Higthiand Pork
The Hooorable Reed Hued:, Chzirman
Feders) Communicaticns Commmission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washingten, D.C. 20544
Dear Chaireen Huondt:

The Areritech Telecommuniestions Campany filed an application on Jamiary 2, 1997 seeking FCC
approval to offer long distance services to its custoroers in the st of Michigan. The Detroit Area
Agency on Aging stands in full support of Ameritech in their quest to compete iR this area.
Throughout the years Ameritech has proven itself to be 2 sound corparate citizen providing thousands
of jobs 10 Detroiters, and comtriburing generously to many social, educational. and civic endesvors.
We arc confidere, given the opportusity, that Ameritech will offer oar citizens betrer sexvice 2 lower
prices.

Please join us in suppern of Ameritech for open commpetition.

M?b X
S ane

The Datrolt Ared AQENCY On AQIng is on Equal Ooporiunly Empiover
Audiicry A and Services Avolabie Upon Request 16 INGviAuals with Daabifies
The Michigon Relay Center Number is 1-800-649-3777 {voice ond TOD)



January 1S, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D. C., 20544

Mr. Chairmans:

As a Canton Tewnship Trustee, I would like to express my
support for Ameritech's application under Section 217 cf the
Federal Communications Act of 1996 to pravide Inter-Lata long

distance service in Michigan.

The Communications bill approved by bipartisan congress in
1996 and sigred by the President was to 3llow loza! companies
into the long distance business at the same time that long dis-
tance companies were allowed into the local business. The lung
c¢istance companies are allowed into the local business today.

Ameritech has met all of the legal, regulatory and techni-
c3l requiremants to open ite network to competition in
Michigan, both on the local and the long distance levels.

An orderly transition to full and fair competition makes
gsense. JIt's time to stop second-guessing th2 intent of Con-
gress. Competition will create thousands of jobs, lower crices
and provide a choice of quality praviders,

Mr. Chairman, ] urge you to give every consideration to
Ameritech's applicatien.

Sincerely,

M by

John M. Buroziak, Trustee
Charter Township of Canton
727 Sanfalwood Court
Canton, Michigan, 48188
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One Towne Square, Suile e4s
Sowmiiena, M/ 48058

(810} 3508543

[000) 3454783

January 20, 1997

The Hooorsble Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washingron, DC 20544

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This Jetter is in support of the action taken by Ameritech in filing under Section 271 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 to provide in-region long distance service in Michigan. As an
officer of an investment advisory firm operating principally in the Great Lakes region, we believe
that the only true way to enhance product and service offerings is through a totally competitive
marketplace. Amertiech seems poised to provide another vieble Jong distance service opgdon for
the businesses operating in Michigan and should be given the opportunity to do so.

Ultimately, the free marketplace is the engmme of progress and change, We suppont legislation like
the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the companies moving forward to bring more consumer
choices, more jobs, and lower prices. [ urge you to thoughtfully consider Ameritech’s
application.

Sincerely,

Robent
Vice President

¢c: Mr. Donald J. Russell

"~ Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division
The U. S. Department of Justice
8205 555 4th Street NW

Washington, DC 20001

!
Financiel Planning & Invesiment Advisory Services
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman

Federal G s iors Commiss

1919 M Street NW

Washirgton D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt

As both 3 legisfator and a citizen, [ strongly support Ameritech’s ambitious effort 10 expand into fong distance

servige,

R is my contention Ameritech has wirked diigertly, and succeeded, in ensiring 3 competitive market for local
phone service in Michigan. [n addition to Ameritach afi the other 35 tradtional companies in Michigan, there
are at least |4 companies icersed by the Michigan Public Service Commission to comnpete in the market. For
example, MO recenty startad 3 statewide @mpaign strictly seeking business astomers for local service.
Michigan's econormy has been growing over the last several years, induding mry district. | feed & 5 important to
continue our econamic renassance by emphasizing competiion in a free market community. Ameritech s
playing 3 key role. Customers wartt choice and with the abdity of nearly 50 companies t operate in the local
market and more to become ficensed, Michigan residents have achieved &

In dosing, | want to relterate my ardent support for Ameriech Michigan's application to the Federal
Communication Comsmission to serve Michigan's Gtizers in the long dstance market.

Thank you for your attertion and feed free to contact me f necessary.

Respectidy,

33rd Ditrict
A

Mr. Donald Russedl, Telecommunications Task Foree. Ant-Trust Division, US Dep't. Of hustice,
Ren. 8205, 555 4th Street. NW, Washington, DC 20001
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Warren Consolidated Schools Py iyl
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TOO phone (810) 977-8168

Jenuary 15, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hont, Chairmmn
Federal Comnmmications Commission
1919 M Strect, NW
Waskingion, D.C: 20544

Dexr Mr Hyne
This lattar concers the Amexitech Section 271 filing to provide long distante service in Mickigen.

Ths Wxren Consalidetad Schools have recesved tatarmational recogsition for our innovative utilization of
communiestions technalogy, including the Thinki ink program which demenstrated the power of nsing
Sstmee loarming tecimalogy to being the resourees of the alassroom directly into tha homa, Cur school-
businacy partner in the ThinkLink program wes Amcritach, which provided $5 million in finding for this
cdueational tecknology trial - the fxt of ite type in the United States.

Nowhere it the power of commmmicxtions teckmolopy mare spparent than in distancs lserxing, which pives
stodents access to information, instrctors end other studonts from around the stete o the warld. A key
aspeet of being able o utilize bmovative cooxmmications solations is baing able to work with imnovative
[zoviders who provids competitively priced soeess to these scrvices. It is critieal that the company which haa
done more [ox educstion in Michigxn than any other - Ameritech - ot be probubited fom providing the very
long distence sexvioes which make distance lesmning spplications poesibla.

As one of the Larger school districts in Macomb Couty, xod one with 3 recogrized leaderhip positian i the
wiiization of tertmalogy, it is Txportant that we have many cptians in tanms of commmications service
providers Yoty fxvomable review of Amexitech’s filing would go 2 long way towsrd expanding our options.

Sincerely,

James L. Cloe, EAD.

Assocists Superimtendant for Instraztion

fw

c Mz, Domld J. Rosall DOJ b JooPeteeson
The U.S. Deprrtment of hustier Amcritech

Tolocomsemunications Tagk Force Anti-Trast Divinon
8205 555 4th Sreet N.W.

Washingean, D.C. 20001

Warren Consolidated Schools . . . Phere Children Succeed



The Craft Agency, Inc.
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Januaxy 16, 1997

The HBoncorable Reed Fund:

Pederal Communications Commission
1915 M Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing in support of Ameritech’s £iling to provide long
distance in Michigaa.

T am in the insurance business in the Jackson area and understand
the benefits that true competition can bring to the coasumer. I
have followed Ameritech and its efforts to offer this needed
service and believe they would be an enhaacement to the long
distance industry.

Ameritech has a good xreputatica im this community and in
Michigan, as an excelleat company and a good citizen.

I ask that you and the other members of the commission support
Ameritech’s filing.

Yery trxuly yours,
THE CRAPT AGENCY, INC

ames M. Craft
Vice President

JMC/baw
€¢: Mr. Domnald J. Russell - Dept. of Justice
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Jamary 15, 1997

The Honorsble Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW.

Washington, D.C. 20544
Dear Chairman Hundt:

This letter serves to fully support Ameritech's application to emter into the long distance market.
Ameritech bas a responsibility to the communities they serve and I fee] they have done an excellenz job
to falfill this commitment. They serve as a successful telecommunication provider to many citizens in
Michigan

As you know, the Michigan Telecommunications Act has facilitated comperition in the telecommnnications
industry in this state. The great state of Michigan has been extremely pro-active with regard to its
commitment to creating a szrong telecommunications infrastrucoure for our citizens, Michigan has seen
increased competition in the long distance market and initial competition jn the local service market.
Competition will mean more choices in carriers and services, loweriang overall phone bills, beaer quality,
more efficient customer service, and better technology that will be zvailable to more people. For these
reasons, | believe by allowing Ameritech to enter into the fong distance services in Michigan, this service
provider will contimue to be both beneficial and productive for its residents and busingsses. Nevertheless,
it will attracy economic development.

I hope you can recognize the positive role Ameritech can play in the telecommunications indusery. Iam
completely supportive of this applicant and I hope you will grant their request for approval.

Sincerely,

PMC/mec
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Jamuary 16, 1997

The Hanorable Reed Huadt, Chairman
1919 M Strest, N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20554

Dear Chairman Hund:

1 am writing 29 the farmer chairperson of the Michigan House of Representatives Public Utities Commivee
in order to urge your approval of Ameritech's application to provide long distance service pursmnt © the

terms of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996,

As former chair of the House Poblic Utilities Comminee, 1 was instrumentsl in awsuring that the Michigan
Telecommunications Act of 1995 provided the necessary means @ bring real competition to millions of
telephooe custamers i Michigan. As you know, increased competition drings lower prices, more cfficiers
service and increxsed achnology.

On the Jocal level, Ameriech hay negotiased and received the Michigan Public Service Commission's (MPSC)
approval for inereonnection agreements with AT&T, MFS, Brooks Fiber, and TCG. Ameritech asverts in
bs filing that it has odherwise met te 14-point checkiist needed 1 qualify for Jong distance segvice. Ameritech
kas certamnly demonstrated that i imtends 1© foster competition in ordet t build 4 swong cconomy for
Michigan.

Ameritech has proven itsclf to be aa imovative and progressive communications company.  As the first
company © fie an application with the Federal Comurmnications Comurnission, it is clear that it is af the
forefrons of providing Michigan customers increased cholce. I mruly belicve that it would serve Michigan
resideres well if you would quickly and favorably graxs Amerisech's application.

Barbara J. Dobb

e Ms, Damaid J. Russell
Telecommunications Task Foree, Anti-Trust Division



Jamuary 16, 1997

DETROIT
SCIENCE

The Hoporable Reed Hundt, Chairman ceme =4
Federal Communications Commission DETROIT. Ml ABIOS

1915 M. Street, NW oAy e fnrenar
Washington, D.C, 20544

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As Executive Director of a non-profit organization involved in education, I applaud
Ameritech’s action in filing under Section 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 to
provide in-region long distance service in Michigan. Non-profit organizations are
constantly looking for ways to operate more efficiently. We believe that the increased
competition that the Teiecommunications Act will ereate is a benefit to all consumers,

Ameritech is an outstanding corporate citizer. The Detroit Scicace Center proudly
opened an exciting new outreach program called Cyberspace Safari, thanks in large part
to a Jead corporate contribution from Ameritech. Our program also takes advantage of
significar resources from Ameritech’s Ecucation Avenue project. Finally, Amertech
emplovees werked with us every step of ihe way to ensure that our project was launched
successfully. There is no doubt ia my mind that Cyberspace Safari would pot be s reality
today were it pot for Ameritech's participation.

We hope that you wili act favorably on Ameritech's request whica we believe wiil Jower
prices, create jobs and in<rease conapetition among all telecommunications providers.

Sincerely,

pl D

Mel J. Dnumm
Executive Director

ee:  Mr. Douaid ). Russell
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January 13, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission o , -
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt

This letter is in suppont of Ameritech’s filing, under Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunications Act, to
provide long distance service in Michigan.

The City of Sterling Heights has long been an advocate of expanded competition in the communicatons
industry. Increased competition ensures that communities like Sterling Hejghrs are served by state-of-the-an
communications Systems - something we view as vital in retaining and attracting business, building the local
economy and meeting the growing informarion needs®f our residents.

Sterling Heights has also seen first-hand how recent changes in state and federal legislanon have opened the
door to competition for customers in our community. We have signed a cable franchise agreement with
Ameritech and our residents will soon have a choice in their selecdon of a cable provider. Within the last year,
W0 new communications companies have deployed facilities in our community in crder to provide local and
long distance services in competition with Ameritech, while Ameritech is sull limited to only providing Jocal
service.

Allowing Ameritech - a company with a Jong-standing commitment to this community - to provide long distance
services would bring additional service choices and competitive prices to the residents and businesses of our
community. I eacourage the Federal Communications Commission to quickly review and suppart Ameritech’s

W)

Steve M. DuEhane
City Manager

Sincerely,

cc: Mr. Danald J. Russell, DOJ

ADMINISTRATION BUTDING
“n355 Urica Reao, P.O. Box §009, STERUING HEICKTY. M1 J¥311.400Y, X10/977 4123 FAX x107977.6239
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January 2, 1997

Mr. Donald J. Russell

The U.S. Department of Justice
Telecommunications Task Force Anti-Trust Division
8205 5§55 4th Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Mr. Russeil:

I am writing as the Chairman of the Michigan Senate Committee on Technology and Energy and the
sponsor of the Michigan Telecommunications Act of 1990 and 1994 to commend and urge your support
for Ameritech’s application to provide in-region, interLATA services in Michigan as set out under

Section 271(d) of the Federal Telecommunication Act.

In creating the Michigan Telecommunications Act, my primary goal was to increase competition
including such things as new services, more responsive customer service, and totally open markets for all
classes of customers. The impact of deregulation as authorized by the two state laws and federal
legislation bave gone a long way to prove the benefits of this restructured telecommunications system.

The power to expedite and extend this market competition now lies in your hands with the receipt of
Ameritech’s recent application. This expansion, I believe, is in the best interests of consumers and the
companies seeking to provide a myriad of telecommunication services in a fully competitive market.
Having addressed deregulation issues at the state level, I can fully appreciate the complexities of moving
to a fully deregulated and competitive system. However, I would encourage you to favorably consider
the Ameritech application and would also encourage a decision as quickly as possible.

Sincerely, .
MAT DUNASKISS

Chairman of the Michigan Senate on Technology and Energy
State Senator, The Sixteenth District

cc: The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
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January 14, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20544

RE: Ameritech: Filing under Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunications Act
Dear Mr. Hundt:

This letter comes to you with my full support of Ameritech’s efforts to become an in-region long
distance carrier m Michigan.

Michigan has been among the most progressive states in the nation with regards to regulation
of telecommunications. The stage was set with the final passage of the Madug?n
Telecommunications Act in 1991 and its subsequent revision in 1995, The desire for true
competition that drove Michigan and the nation to enact all of the recert changes, however,
remains essentially unsatisfied. FCC approval of Ameritech’s bid to provnde.m-regnon long
distance telephone service in Michigan would be an historic moment in the history of
telecommunications in our great state.

As a State Legislator, | supported these measures in hopes of assuring that the people of
Michigan could utilize a state-of-the-art communications infrastructure. The_type of_ system that
would benefit the strong economy we currently enjoy — retaining and attractgng busmes;es and
meeting constant consumer desires for new and better technology and services. | continue that
closely held belief with my support of competition in Michigan and my support of Ameritech in
this specific endeavor.

e

J G. Emmons
State Senator/23rd District

o= Mr. Donaid J. Russell
U.S. Department of Justice

‘Competition is the keen cutting edge of business, always shaving awdy at costs.” — Henry Ford

nand
L
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LANSING

JOHN ENGLER
GOVERNOR

January 2, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

As Governor of Michigan, I feel compelled to express my support of
Ameritech's filing, under Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996,

to provide in-region long-distance service in Michigan. When approved, this historic
filing will provide greater competition in long distance and the added choice for
consumers that Congress had in mind when the President signed the bill into law

nearly a year ago.

We now have more than a dozen companies such as AT&T, MCI-Metro, MFS,
Brooks Fiber, et.al. that have received licenses to provide local phone service in
Michigan. The Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) has already issued
binding arbitration orders for interconnection between Ameritech, AT&T and several
other new local providers. In the coming weeks, you will ask the MPSC to certify
Ameritech’s compliance with the interLATA “checklist.” I have urged the MPSC to
review this checklist tharoughly and to utilize this certification process to ensure that
real local competition continues to materialize in Michigan. I believe the incentive
(long distance entry) and potential penalty (loss of license) of the checklist burden will
provide a safeguard against Ameritech using local monopoly power to stuff out
competition. While many will argue against Ameritech’s entry, I don’t believe the

. road toward true local competition will be fully cleared until such long distance entry
is imminent.

Nearly two years ago I successfully urged the U.S. Department of Justice to
include Michigan in a waiver order that would allow Ameritech to offer long-distance
service. While that waiver was superseded by Congressional action, you may recall
that AT&T supported this waiver and issued a press release saying it would offer
local service in every local calling area where Ameritech was allowed to provide

i
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Page 2
January 2, 1997

interLATA service. We want competition in our telecommunications marketplace
and are ready for it. Competition has and will continue to emerge on all fronts in

Michigan with your approval of this application.
| Sincerely,

John Engler
Governor

JE:rif

cc:  Mr. Donald J. Russell, Telecommunications Task Force
Michigan Public Service Commission
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January 22, 1897

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.

Washington DC 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

Please accept this letter on beha!f of the YMCA of Metropolitan Lansing, in support of
Ameritech becoming an FCC approved Long Distance Telephone Service provider in
Michigan. | am offering this support after careful thought, and with more than one

perspective.

As an Ameritech customer | have learned that they are a company that is capable of
meeting the long distance needs of its customers. Their customer services, quality of
technology and innovative leadership proves them worthy of your consideration. As an
executive of a large not-for-profit organization who is responsible for balancing a very
tight budget, | support competition that can hold down the cost and improve the product
quality of any critical service, such as long distance teiphone. Finally, but just as
important, Ameritech is an outstanding corporate citizen in our community and in our
state. They contribute to our programs and encourage their employees to get involved in
their communities through organizations like the YMCA. We feel more businesses should

foliow their lead in supporting local charities.

[ hope this letter helps you in this important decision. From my point of view, granting
Ameritech permission to provide us with long distance service is a good idea. | hope you
and the commission will agree. Thank you.

Best regards,

=4
Tony Fragale
President

cc.  Mr Dbnald.} R.mell §
'Teledommumaﬁors Task Force

!
»

YHCA Mason: To pu Chrsian prncpies into practice chrough progrvms wat buld hesidhy spine. mend. and body for sl

d Y



S TN
AR

- saTey Mouse of Representatites coMMITTEES:
JOHN GERANAA ichi
e Ak oo o Btate of Michigan e e
0. 90% 3en X oY
LANSING, WXOUGAN SJU00-7514 TRAMIORTATION
o] 0
‘ Jemuary 21, 1997
The Honorsble Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Commnications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20544
Dear Chairman Famdt:

D

It is my onderstanding thst Ameritech has petitioned the Federal Commmunications Commission for
permission to enter into the Jong distance market.

As m elacted official from Northerns Michigan, I wish to sdd my sapport for such an entry, I believe

that this mouwmpmdemyeommwnhunemmmgmm mce, lower

rates, and moteﬁeedomto choose their log distence provider.

. -.'.'

The comned'use of state-of the-art infrastriscture i insures that meeonnmzodmnndto paw,, IR

meeting consumer peeds, retaining business, amd attracting new job-providers 3772 e S A

I trust that you will yve close and honest consideration upon Ameritech’s raquest to enter this " . .

expanding market.
Sincerely,

B

JOEN GERNAAT
Michigan House of Representatives
102nd District

e Mr. Donald Russefl
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January 22, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington D.C, 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The commission is currently reviewing an application
filed by Ameritech to compete with other service
providers for long distance customers in the state of
Michigan. The Michigan Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce requests that Ameritech be given fair
consideration for approval

Full competition breeds lower process, improved
services, better products and economic growth, leading to
more jobs. Our entire community will gain from
Ameritech's entry into this highly competitive field. For
those reasons, we ask that you act timely and responsibly
in approving Ameritech's application.

Thank you for your prompt attention in this matter.

igan Hispagic Chamber of Commerce

Mr. Donald J. Russell
A NoTER Telecommunications Task Force
CHRYSLYR CORPORATION

HISPANIO BUSTNESS ALLIANCE
MICHICAN STATE UNIVERSTTY

Mlichigap Nispsaajc Chamder of Commerce * 23653 Heover Road = Warrea, Michigsn 48089
(810)75¢-4926 Phone » (310)7%4-3818 Fax



